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Advisory to Electoral Officers of BCCI Member Associations 

 
The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, vide its Judgement dated 9th August 2018 in Civil Appeals 

No.4235/2014 and connected matters, handed down a judgement that intended to usher in far 

reaching changes to the entire administration connected with the sport of cricket in India, from 

the Board of Control of Cricket (BCCI) at the apex to the various member cricket associations of 

the BCCI. 

The judgement accepted, with suitable modifications, the report of the Justice Lodha Committee 

constituted by the Supreme Court itself, with a view to bring in greater accountability, 

professionalism, transparency, higher ethical standards and integrity in the bodies connected with 

the game of cricket in India.  

The constitutions of the BCCI as well as a few member associations (“Member Associations”) 

have already been revised to be in compliance with the changes mandated in the judgement.  

In addition, the election processes for the BCCI and several Member Associations are under way, 

with timelines for such Elections laid down, under the supervision of Electoral Officers 

appointed for this purpose.   

It is in the interest of the BCCI and the Member Associations, their respective members and the 

candidates for elections that respect for “universal fundamental ethical principles” should prevail 

in the conduct of the election procedures. It is also essential that equality be observed between 

candidates for any posts and an atmosphere of mutual respect prevail amongst them. There is a 

need to ensure a degree of harmonisation in the conduct of the elections across Member 

Associations and the BCCI itself and as the electoral college for the BCCI will comprise of the 

nominees of compliant Member Associations, it would seem appropriate to highlight a few 

salient issues related to the upcoming elections that may be helpful for the Electoral Officers of 

the Member Associations (“Electoral Officers") to carry out their duties effectively. 

Accordingly, Electoral Officers overseeing the conduct of elections of Member Associations 

may note and consider the following: 



1) The BCCI Electoral Officer has issued the Rules of Procedure governing the election to 

various BCCI posts, to be conducted on October 22, 2019. The Rules of Procedure are 

available on the BCCI’s website. 

 

2) The aforesaid Rules of Procedure could serve as a point of reference and as model election 

guidelines for the Member Association elections to be supervised by the respective Electoral 

Officers.  

 

3) The Supreme Court appointed Committee of Administrators of the BCCI (“COA”) has 

recently issued a set of clarifications, communications and notifications that have a bearing 

on the constitution of memberships and electoral colleges, eligibility criteria and 

disqualifications applicable to election candidates and other relevant issues regarding 

elections at the BCCI and Member Association levels. Due notice and consideration may be 

taken by the Electoral Officers of the following documents and any other clarifications, 

communications and notifications that might be issued in respect of or have a bearing on the 

aforesaid elections: 

 
a) Directions on multiple membership to State Associations, issued on 19 July 2019,  

appended as Annexure 1 hereto. 
 

b) Directions on membership of Cricketing Clubs issued on 13 August 2019, appended as 

Annexure 2 hereto. 

 

c) Protocol for Induction of Former International Players issued on 14 August 2019, 

appended as Annexure 3 hereto, and extension to the same issued on 23 August 2019, 

appended as Annexure 4 hereto. 

 
d) Advisory on 9+9 rule in the context of eligibility of representatives to contest in 

upcoming BCCI elections, issued by the COA via email to all Member Associations on 

27 August 2019, appended as Annexure 5 hereto 

 



e) Directions to BCCI and all Member Associations on eligibility of former players currently 

employed by Railways, Government or Public Sector Undertakings to be elected/appointed as 

Office Bearers, Councillors or members of committees, appended as Annexure 6 hereto 

 

4)  The COA, in concurrence with the BCCI Electoral Officer, issued an email to all Member 

Associations, titled ‘Representatives of Member Associations’ and dated 29 July 2019. As 

per this communication (which is appended as Annexure 7 hereto), Member Associations are 

required to ensure that their representatives to the BCCI for the BCCI elections, duly 

nominated on their behalf, should not be disqualified to become an office bearer of BCCI or 

a Councillor of BCCI in terms of the BCCI Constitution.  

Electoral Officers may take note of the issues/points raised in Paragraphs 1 to 4 above and follow 

the various clarifications/notifications issued by the COA in the interests of conducting free and 

fair elections. Further policy decisions, if any, of the CoA, that would have implications for the 

elections at the Member Associations level will be brought to your notice from time to time. We 

acknowledge your valuable contribution in the establishment of a democratically and fairly 

elected administration across BCCI and its Member Associations. 

Dated: this 28th day of August 2019 

Issued by The Electoral Officer, Board of Control for Cricket in India 
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